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CONFIDENTIAL FREETOWN 0166 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, EFIN 

SUBJECT: SIERRA RUTILE: EXIM REQUEST FOR GOSL ASSURANCE 

PASS EXIM 

REF: FREETOWN 2515 

1. EMBASSY CONTINUING EFFORTS SPUR GOSL TO COME TO GRIPS 

WITH ISSUE OF ASSURANCE REQUESTED BY EXIM BUT WE FIND ISSUE NOW 
GETTING CLOUDY. MRS. DIXON-FYLE, WHO RECENTLY RESUMED WORK, 
ADMITTED SHE HAD NOT LOOKED AT EXIM FILE SINCE DECEMBER AND 
THAT SHE HAZY ON DETAILS. SHE AGREED TO SUGGESTIONS THAT 
EMBOFF REVIEW SITUATION WITH HER SOONEST. 

2. CHARGE HAS TWICE IN RECENT WEEKS PRESSED MINING MINISTER 
KAWUSU-KONTEH FOR RESPONSE TO EXIM REQUEST. IN CONVERSATION 
JANUARY 27 MINISTER REVEALED CONSIDERABLE CONFUSION ON ISSUE, 
STATING AT FIRST THAT GOSL THOUGHT EXIM OUT OF LINE IN ASKING 
GOSL NOT PARTICIPATE IN OWNERSHIP SIERRA RUTILE AND HAD ALREADY 
SO NOTIFIED EXIM. CHARGE POINTED OUT THAT MINISTER APPARENTLY 
REFERRING TO PARALLEL NEGOTIATIONS WITH BETHSTEEL ON PARTICIPATION 
ISSUE WHICH SOLELY BETWEEN GOSL AND BETHSTEEL AND ON WHICH 

EXIM HAD NO POSITION, THAT EXIM MERELY SEEKING ASSURANCE GOSL 
WOULD TAKE NO STEPS TO INTERRUPT FLOW OF RUTILE AFTER PRO- 
DUCTION BEGUN AND THAT TO BEST OF EMBASSY'S KNOWLEDGE NO 
REPLY TO EXIM REQUEST YET MADE. MININISTER THEN SAID GOSL 
HAD NO INTENTION STOPPING FLOW OF RTUILE BUT EXIM REQUEST 
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APPEARED TO GOSL TO BE EVIDENCE OF DOUBT BY EXIM IN GOOD 
FAITH OF GOSL AND THAT GOSL THOUGHT EXIM SHOULD HAVE FAITH. 
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3. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THIS A FIRM GOSL POSITION OR AN 
OFF-THE-CUFF REACTION FROM MINISTER. EMBASSY SUSPECTS LATTER, 
SINCE MINISTER CONFUSED ON DETAILS AND CLEARLY HAD NOT FOCUSED 
ON PROBLEM. MINISTER HAS BEEN HEAVILY PREOCCUPIED IN RECENT 
WEEKS WITH LOCAL POLITICAL SQUABBLE IN HIS HOME DISTRICT OF 
KOINADUGU AND HAS SPENT MOST OF HIS TIMER THERE. NONETHELESS, 
MINISTER'S REACTION NOT ENCOURAGING. 

4. EMBASSY PLANS FOLLOW UP WITH MRS. DIXON-FYLE TO ATTEMPT 
KEEP GOSL CLEARLY FOCUSED ON LIMITED NATURE OF EXIM REQUEST. 
SULLIVAN 
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